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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-244
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer, Daniels, Gulliford, Lee, Redman and Gaffney
Date of Introduction: April 9, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: Enacted as a first reading emergency without committee reference
Date of Analysis: April 11, 2013
Type of Action: Ordinance Code and EPB Rule waivers; direction to City administration; establishing temporary activity period; emergency action request
Bill Summary: The bill waives certain provisions of Ordinance Code Chapter 368 – Noise Control and Environmental Protection Board Rule 4 – Noise Pollution Control to waive application of the City’s noise regulations to outdoor musical entertainment events held during a specified Activity Period in Metropolitan Park during the month of April 2013.  The bill waives all civil and criminal penalties associated with violations of the noise ordinance and EPB Rule 4 regulations for the specified events during the specified activity period.  The bill directs the City’s Environmental Quality Division to measure and record sound levels both inside Metropolitan Park and at various locations in surrounding residential neighborhoods during the specified events.  The bill establishes the Activity Period for the waivers as 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday, April 13 and 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sunday, April 14 in connection with the Jacksonville Boat Show, and 9 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday, April 27 and 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sunday, April 28 in connection with the Welcome to Rockville concert.  The bill requests emergency adoption of the waivers to take effect before the beginning of the first event.
Background Information: The Metro Park and Urban Parks Ad Hoc Committee proposed this waiver as a temporary step in the larger process of determining how to utilize Metropolitan Park for large-scale events while at the same time protecting surrounding neighborhoods from the noise generated by those events.  The sound level data collected from these two events, both inside the park at the sound mixing board and outside in the neighborhoods, will provide a baseline of data that will help the City establish future limits on sound production inside the venue that will produce the desired sound levels at the receiving properties.
Policy Impact Area: Noise regulation; special events and park utilization 
Fiscal Impact: The Environmental Quality Division estimates the cost of personnel to monitor sound output from the Welcome to Rockville event at $2,346.96 for 4 personnel working 12 hours per day for both days of the event and the cost for the Boat Show at $285.32 for 3 personnel working 2 hours per day for both days of the event.
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